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This examination of non-tax-support for junior colleges disclosed that few of 
them are taking full advantage of available private, corporate, or foundation funds. 
As foundations appear to be the most likely contributors, the author has presented 
suggestions for preparing the request for funds. Among items on the preparation 
checklist, the asking agency is reminded to (1) keep in mind that a challenging 
program is usually more attractive than a crisis case; (2) do thorough research on 
the foundation’s interests, purpose, and way of operating; (3) be sure of the names 
and titles of the officers; (4) find out what form the preparation should take, whether 
preferred or mandatory; (5) describe the project completely (current state, 
foreseeable development, value of expected results); (6) list present assets (funds, 
facilities, equipment, staff), specify additional needs, and prepare an itemized budget 
for their use; (7) include the qualifications of the senior staff; (8) do not submit the 
same proposal to another foundation until the first has made a decision. Other 
factors, alternatives, and cautions, as well as case histories, are given. (HH) 
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PRIVATE FINANCES FOR PUBLIC JUNIOR COLLEGES 

INTRODUCTORY IDEAS 



I. Considering Private Funds for 
Public Junior Colleges 

Junior college administrators are increasingly concerned with 
the financial aspects of their educational enterprise. Voter reaction to 
the increased financial load is beginning to have serious consequences 
on some schools . 

Many efficiencies will undoubtedly result from the financial 
squeeze, but also many worthwhile programs will be dropped, not to 
mention new ones that will never be developed. This loss may be seri- 
ous . 



While there are many theories about the possibilities of re- 
organizing the method of allocating tax dollars to local junior colleges, 
most of them will not substantially reduce the actual tax being paid. 

One does not assume that the use of private funds through 
contributions, co-operation, and joint ventures is the sole answer to 
the dilemma, but certainly there is some indication that more adequate 
utilization of this resource may substantially assist the educational 
program . 

This presentation will hopefully be of practical assistance 
to administrators who are not familiar with the private financial re- 
sources of their institutions . While all of the information is included 
for its inherent value, it may also prove to be an encouragement and 
inspiration. 

Private support of education is not new in this country. From 
the earliest days, the educational enterprise has enjoyed considerable 
financial support from the private sector . 

Notwithstanding the generosity and humanitarian motives of 
individuals and business, the special tax laws encouraging this sup- 
port have played a significant role. The early philanthropy of religious 




groups in the educational picture literally underwrote the first educa- 
tional enterprises. 

Today billions of dollars are contributed by individuals and 
business, and a new phenomenon is catching the attention of many 
people . The private sector is increasing support by direct gifts to 
schools they have already partly provided for by their tax money. The 
possible advantages of combined private and public support of educa- 
tional enterprises may produce a unique institution. It is, of course, 
hoped that this united support may allow for the best of both systems . 

In this pragmatic age, men are increasingly concerned with 
meeting the educational needs of our people. Old systems, rules, 
patterns and approaches may be abandoned more rapidly than one would 
have dreamed possible even five years ago. The flexibility and adapt- 
ability of our educational systems to meet ne©ds may have a significant 
effect on the stability of our society. 

For the present day educator, it seems several things are 
important: 



First, we should be current in understanding and analyzing 
educational needs . 

Second, we should be quick to discard useless and ineffective 
programs, methods, and ideas, even if this means loss of personal 
gain or position. Seeing beyond our affiliations to the real needs and 
opportunities is important. 

Third, we should dream, allowing our better ideas an op- 
portunity for expression and experimentation . 

Fourth, we should utilize all of the resources of support to 
do the job . 

At least one of the conclusions to be drawn from the Thorson 
Report, is that school boards are not allocating funds for parts of 
educational enterprise in the way several sectors of the people expect 
them to. This situation indicates a serious gap. It may also be part 
of the reason for increased availability of private funds for education. 

The tally of last year’s charitable giving (chart follows) is 
encouraging to those lookingto this sector for support. 



The report on private support for community colleges (report 
follows) may be one of the most valuable pieces of news in a long time 
for underfunded public educational programs. If this support is avail- 
able to other junior colleges, surely it is available to our schools and 
just about every other public educational program. 

The recent program of major businesses in support of education 
is gratifying. Many U.S. corporations are making direct contributions, 
and several hundred take part in the ''Matching Gifts to Education" pro- 
gram. Under this program, the corporation gives one dollar to an 
educational institution for every dollar contributed by an employee. You 
may secure information by writing to: 

The American Alumni Council 

1707 N Street, N .W . 

Washington, D . C . 20036 

for full information and a list of businesses participating , 

The progressive lead of the Ford Foundation in making a 
significant contribution to our society will undoubtedly free billions of 
dollars for education in the coming years (article follows). A listing 
of major foundations and their interests is in: 

The Foundation Directory 

Prepared by The Foundation Library 

Center, Marianna O. Lewis, Editor. 

Published by Russell Sage Foundation, 

New York. 

There is enough money available to do worthwhile things in 
junior college education in this country. If our goals are not met, it 
may be because we failed to utilize our total resources . 
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Individuals $11, 144 Million 

Foundations $ 1,250 Million 

Bequests $ 1, 263 Million 

Corporations $ 912 Million 

TOTAL $14, 569 Million 
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Americans contributed nearly $14, 6 Billion to charitable and philanthropic causes 
during 1967, according to estimates announced by the American Association of 
Fund Raising Counsel. • The total represents an increase of about $1 Billion over 
estimated total giving for 1966 and more than doubles an estimated $6. 7 Billion 
ten years ago. ; 



